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Zimbabweans, from all sectors have given 
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai the mandate 
to transform their lives  when they gathered at 
Rudhaka Stadium, Marondera on Sunday showing 
their confidence in his servant leadership.

The Premier, who is poised to take over as 
President of Zimbabwe in three weeks’ time, told 
about fifty thousand people that the 100-day plan 

defined in the Movement for Democratic Change 
manifesto will restore hope among Zimbabweans 
and transform Zimbabwe into a modern,  
healthy, functional, integrated, democratic and 
prosperous society. Launching the 2013 Party 
Election Campaign and  Manifesto, the Prime 
Minister said the people of Zimbabwe, who 
have suffered for too long have a golden chance 
to end years of economic decline, decimation of 

freedoms and endemic fear caused by decades of 
traumatic State sponsored killings.

“We are faced with an election without reforms 
and against a leopard that has remained faithful to 
its spots, but our faith in God and our collective 
desire for real transformation will make us 
triumph over the setbacks, which are temporary,” 
said Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

“God does not wish the people of Zimbabwe to 
remain in a permanent state of suffering. Our faith 
and our unshakeable belief in liberty will drive 
us to usher in a new era for our country, even as 
we participate in these polls with a heavy heart,” 
he said adding that reforms have still not been 
implemented to level the electoral field.   
 
Continued on Page 2

Part of the massive crowd that attended the MDC 2013 Election Manifesto launch at Rudhaka stadium in Marondera

Three political parties have joined forces to forge an alliance to 
reclaim Zimbabwe from the grip of tyranny raising hope for a new 
dispensation after the elections at the end of this month.

And in confirming Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai’s credentials 
as a statesman and able leader, the three parties, the Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC-T), Mavambo Kusile Dawn (MKD) 
and ZANU Ndonga have confirmed the Premier as the presidential 
candidate in the polls.

PM Tsvangirai 61, will face off with Zanu PF’s 89-year 
old candidate, Robert Mugabe who is beset with age and  
health problems.

The three parties were represented at the announcement of the 
coalition by President Tsvangirai for MDC, Dr Simba Makoni, 
the President of Mavambo Kusile Dawn and the Chairperson of 
ZANU Ndonga, Reketai Semwayo.

“The MDC-T, MKD and ZANU Ndonga have today agreed to enter 
into a coalition for change in order to offer solutions to the problems 
facing the country,” a joint statement read out to the media by  
Dr Makoni noted.

“The coming together of these parties has been necessitated by the 
shared commitment to bring to an end the hardships confronting 
Zimbabweans due to the failed policies of the past,” he said. The 

parties have agreed to support and campaign for Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai as President, support each other in national assembly and 
local authority elections and to constitute a genuine Government of 
National Unity after winning the elections.

The Government of National Unity will be based on the freewill of 
the people as opposed to the current forced coalition government 
created after the subversion of the will of the people in the 2008 
presidential election according to the agreement.

The parties in the coalition committed themselves to the national 
revival and real transformation agenda which are anchored on five 
key pillars.

The pillars include: 
• Good governance based on the rule of law
• Economic revival, growth and employment creation
• Social transformation
• Devolution of power
• International re-engagement  

Addressing the same press briefing, Prime Minister Tsvangirai said 
that the people of Zimbabwe were confident that change is coming on  
31 July. The three political leaders said they were still open to 
being joined by other political parties.

Coalition for change!
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From August this year, Zimbabwe will be a transformed nation, one that is 
economically active in rural areas, with food security guaranteed as Prime 
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai’s new government rolls out rural transformation 
projects funded by 10 percent of the country’s budget.

The rural areas, which have been marginalised as a result of a carefully 
planned and deliberate scheme to neglect the people by the previous 
administration will receive maximum attention for the first time as the new 
government led by Prime Minister Tsvangirai 
finances drip irrigation in the country’s  
1958 wards.

The project would be modeled in such a way that 
it would guarantee communities food security, 
create employment and improve living standards 
of the people.

The Prime Minister launched a drip irrigation 
pioneer project at his homestead in Humanikwa 
village in Buhera where he produced about 20 
tonnes of maize.

If every ward harvested at least 10 tonnes per 
hectare and 1958 hectares were under drip 
irrigation, that would translate to 19 580 tonnes 
of maize every four months. After three harvests 
per annum, Zimbabwe would be making about 
$20 million in savings from importing maize from  
neighbouring countries.

During his countrywide tour of rural communities, 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai said that for the past 
33 years areas like Chibi, Binga and Nkayi were 
always gripped with perennial hunger and Zanu 
PF had no solution in alleviating the crisis.

“For the past 33 years, areas like Chibi have 
always been known as drought zones with people 
starving as a result of poor harvest. Zanu PF has 
failed to bring any solution in such areas and when 
I win the election I will roll out the drip irrigation 
project in every ward,” the Premier said.

“My government will allocate about 10% of the 
budget to set up such a project in all the wards in 
the country so that we will have adequate food in 
the country,” said Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

He said that he would ensure that the rural 
community will have a housing model that is 

modern in appearance rather than letting people live in Stone Age houses that 
they inherited from their ancestors. Under his government, rural areas would 
have access to basic social services at their disposal rather than travelling to 
towns and cities.

“My government will draft a housing model that will be constructed for poor 
families. It is improper for families to live in old poor structures that they 
inherited from their fore fathers,” said Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

Move to More

Raising twin children living with Albinism, 
Memory Munyoro, endured a depressing 
experience as she became a victim of emotional 
abuse in a society that has so many stereotypes 
on the condition.

“From the reaction of the staff in the hospital 
you are made aware that things are not well 
for you,” Mai Munyoro told stakeholders at a 
Conference convened on Albinism by Prime 
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai recently.

“The nurses called my husband in to see his 
reaction at the birth of my children but to their 
shock he said the children looked like him. 
There was no counseling on how to keep my 
children when I left the hospital. I faced a lot 
of problems because I was not aware that my 
sons should not be exposed to the sun and 
that they needed sunscreen lotions. I learnt the 
hard way after they developed blisters due to 
exposure to the sun,” she told policy makers at 
the stakeholders meeting.

The conference ran under the theme “Enhancing 
public awareness; knowledge and acceptance of 
people living with Albinism”.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai convened the 
meeting to raise awareness on Albinism and 
encourage dialogue to come up with solutions 
to the condition.

Richard Nyathi the ZIMAS chairperson has 
said, for years the Government had failed to care 
for persons with albinism but said he is happy 
that the intervention by the Prime Minister is 
ensuring Albinism becomes a national issue.

“Recently there has been massive movement 
towards making albinism a national agenda. This 
happened by chance at the funeral of Professor 

John Makumbe where ZIMAS restated its 
mission and the Prime Minister who was present 
took the issue up personally. He advised me that 
he would make albinism a national agenda and 
we are happy that he has done so,” he said.

“Government has an obligation to support 
people living with albinism as the condition can 
lead to death with most dying from cancer. We 
are grateful to the Prime Minister for working 
towards nationalizing the problem of Albinism,” 
Nyathi said.

Premier Tsvangirai who is the Goodwill 
Ambassador for Southern African Federation of 
the Disabled said his main objective is to meet 
the needs of the people of Zimbabwe through 
a more caring, effective, accountable and 
transparent government. 

The MDC 2013 election Manifesto says that 
the new government expected after the 31 July 
elections will be “alive” to the needs of the 
vulnerable groups including the disabled.

“We will develop an early intervention service 
to screen disabilities in order to provide 
appropriate services for different forms of 
disability and provide financial support and 
access to medical, psychological and functional 
treatment for people living with disabilities,” 
the manifesto reads in part. Besides those living 
with disabilities, the MDC socially oriented 
government envisions a system where the 
elderly have reasonable care and assistance 
including health care as well as financial support 
through social security and welfare grants. 

“It will provide additional support to the elderly 
with the extra burden to care for orphans,” reads 
the manifesto.

The MDC government ensures access 
to education to all children with free  
Primary education. 

Prime Minister Tsvangirai said that his 
government would reintroduce grants and 
loans for tertiary/university students. Grants 
were withdrawn by the Zanu PF administration 
making education a privilege and not a right to 
many Zimbabwean students who came from 
poor backgrounds.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai has shown that 
persons living with disabilities and vulnerable 
groups deserve special consideration in national 
programmes.

The Premier and his wife, Elizabeth have 
donated wheelchairs, spectacles to children 
living with albinism, iPads , groceries and 
books  to ensure that vulnerable children  
access education. 

“As a leader both in Government and in my 
party, I agreed to serve all people of my country 
and particularly champion publicly and privately 
the rights and interests of people that are often 
ostracized by general society,” he said.

“I am committed to building a society that 
is based on fairness, transparency and equal 
treatment of all persons. A Government that 
cares for its citizens is a responsible government. 
It is for this reason that I envision a society that 
includes critical social safety nets that ensure 
even the most vulnerable citizens are not left 
behind,” PM Tsvangirai stated.

He has engaged relevant Government 
departments to ensure that those living with 
disabilities and other vulnerable groups had 
access to social services.

Caring for the  
disadvantaged

Continued from Page 1  
“We can see the horizon and I share your optimism, 
that this time we will close a sad chapter of despair, 
violence, unilateralism, bullying and barbarism 
and open a new one of hope, peace, prosperity  
and happiness.”

The incoming President said the manifesto was 
not just a statement of intent, “but a pledge and a 
promise of the tangible deliverables that we will 
usher in from the moment Zimbabweans give us 
their vote and their trust”. 

In its first 100-days in office, the MDC will initiate 
a series of policy actions to jumpstart the economy 
and ensure improved first world service delivery. 

“The major social challenge in the country is job 
creation and to this end and as outlined in our 
JUICE policy, we pledge to create one million 
jobs in the first five years of our administration. 
So give me the job and you will get the job done,” 
he said

The Premier said Zimbabweans should never 
forget that Zanu PF had driven the nation on the 
verge of starvation when the MDC picked the 
broken pieces and saved the people.

“It is easy in the current stability and in the middle 
of a breakfast with eggs and bread to forget that 
as recently as 2008, we were stampeding for 
wild fruits in Stone-Age competition with fellow 
human beings and wild animals.

Life was harsh and brutal, the guiding principle 
being the primitive survival of the fittest. It is 
easy to forget that bread was being imported 
from South Africa and our shelves were empty, 
our hospitals without medicines and our schools 
without textbooks and teachers”, the Premier said.

The Premier said the MDC positive contribution 
in the coalition government was a matter of  
public record. 

“It now seems like so long ago when we had 
hordes of worthless currency and when we were 
all very poor billionaires.”

The Premier said the MDC government would 
not return the Zim-dollar until the economy had 
stabilized to avoid suffering.

This is in contrast with Mugabe and Zanu 
PF’s policy of wanting to return the Zim- 
dollar immediately.

The talk of returning the Zim-dollar reminds 
people of the long bank queues, empty shops, and 
truckloads of worthless bearer cheques.

On President Mugabe’s threat to pull Zimbabwe out 
of SADC, Premier Tsvangirai said no individual 
could take Zimbabwe out of an International body 
and urged Zimbabweans to use the 31st of July to 
come out of the clutches of a dictator. 

“Therefore, no individual, whatever their station in 
life or office has a right to unilaterally and without 
consultation with the people of Zimbabwe, 
pull this country out of SADC. The people of 
Zimbabwe will not allow inflated egos to stand in 
the way of their mutually beneficial relationship 
with their fellow brothers and sisters in the SADC 
region,” PM Tsvangirai said.

“Internationally, we have brought the country out 
of isolation, even though our political counterparts 
seem hell-bent on driving Zimbabwe away from 
the family of nations. The level of arrogance 
is shocking. The people of Zimbabwe have 
a chance in this election to resist attempts at 
driving this country into miserable isolation,” the  
Premier added.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai said his government 
would defend the people’s rights and Interests.

“We believe sincerely in the idea of Servant 
Leadership - that those of us who seek to govern 
do so as servants of the people not their masters. 
We want Zimbabweans to be free to express 
themselves; to challenge their leaders and bring 
them to account without the fear of arrest and 
incarceration. We say, “No to Government 
through Fear” and “Yes to Government  
through Caring”. 

Premier Tsvangirai said as a labour backed 
movement, the MDC would ensure fair wages and 
fair working conditions. 

“As a party, we believe in the idea of a social 
contract between government, labour and 
employers. We will convene a platform at which 
government will engage business and labour 
with a view to establish a robust and effective  
social contract. There should be no distinction 
between workers in the civil service and workers 
in other sectors. We believe in equal treatment and 
equal rights of all workers,” he said.   

DPM Khupe shows Prime Minister Tsvangirai part of her field under drip irrigation at her rural home in Bubi district

The time
is NOW!



3       

Zimbabwe has been ranked the second fastest 
growing ICT country on the African continent. 
ICT Minister Nelson Chamisa highlights some of 
the developments in the sector.

Infrastructure   
• Through the Universal Service Fund and 
working with cooperatives, the ICT ministry 
ensured that there are base stations in most of 
the rural areas across the whole country. Over 
4 000 base stations were installed in various 
areas in the countryside alone. The Universal 
Fund is created by Government, were private 
operators contribute a certain percentage then 
the fund is used for underserved remote areas 
where ordinarily and traditionally companies do 
not make profit to operate in, exposing those in 
remote areas to ICT facilities.

• Completed the fiber optic cable from Harare 
to Mutare. Zimbabwe is now connected to 
Mozambique via TDM, connected to Plumtree 
and Botswana via Powertel

• Completed the leg between Harare and 
Bulawayo in laying the fiber optic cable. 

• Upgraded satellite installations to receive more 
traffic from the world and also send more traffic 
to the world.

• Private sector companies such as Liquid, 
Utande, Dandemutande and Africom have 
also laid their fiber optic cables to Beitbridge, 
Mutare and Zambia in response to the Ministry’s 
policy to encourage investment in infrastructure. 
Infrastructure forms the framework for Internet 
traffic, for faster browsing and for lower  
data costs. 

• Satellite is traditionally expensive and 
migration on to the fiber optic cable enables 
service providers to access cheaper internet and 
high connectivity.

• Internet speed has improved and the cost has 
significantly gone down despite that ICT tariff 
basket is still high. The Ministry is currently 
reviewing the tariff model that is being used to 
ensure that they are pushed down.   

e-Government  
• Launched the e-Government framework through 
the document Zimconnect - a concept where 
Government is supposed to be an information 
Government and a smart Government. Other 
countries have migrated to the intelligent 
government (i-Gov) where all systems are 
networked, connected. Zimbabwe should 
be connected unto the world and connected  
unto itself. 

•Inertia, tradition and conservatism have been 
obstacles to the Ministry’s efforts to migrate 
from a paper government to e-Government. To 
promote use of ICTs the Ministry gave Cabinet 
Ministers laptops and iPads. It has not been 
easy trying to convert old fingers to make them 

amenable to technology but the Ministry has tried.  
• 29 out of the 33 Government websites are online 
and although there are still content challenges 
but just to have Government on the web portal it  
is important.

• Connected all the Government offices through 
what is called the Public Finance Management 
System (PFMS) up to the district level across the 
whole country. 

• Running various flagship projects like the liqour-
licensing project with the local Government, 
e-Hurudza with Lands, Pan African e-network 
project which was launched at the University  
of Zimbabwe. It enables e-learning of Universities 
linking students with universities in other countries 
such as India. 

• Launched e-health;- a solution to make sure 
that doctors are able to check on their diagnosis, 
medical solutions.

• Rolled out Communication Information Kiosks. 
At Sadza and Mhondoro, the kiosks are already 
functioning. At Maphisa the kiosk is in the final 
stage of construction while another one is ready 
for commissioning at Murombedzi. 

• Taking ICT’s to the rural areas where at 
growth points you then get ICT products like 
photocopying, internet, faxing, digital photo 
shoots all integrated under one shop. 

• Breaking down the walls dividing the urban and 
rural areas. ICT’s are the last remaining bridge 
for the disadvantaged in our societies to catch up.  
It gives access to information to a person in Vungu, 
in Tsholotsho just the same as the person in Harare

• e-learning roll out programme where schools 
are being computerized and connecting them to 
the Internet. A pioneer project has been launched 
at Chogugudza School and it’s a model school 
on the African continent. Schools from as far 
afield as Rwanda are coming to copy the model.  
On the southern region the Ministry 
connected John Landa Nkomo School in  
Matabeleland North. Over 200 schools have been 
covered and the target is to cover all the 8000 
schools in the country at full capacity.

• Raised awareness of ICT’s to Members of 
Parliament and councillors.  Local authorities are 
now on internet and bills can be paid online. It’s 
taking shape with ZESA.

• Removed duty on ICT products and this has 
made it possible for sim cards to be as cheap as $1  
for two. A sim card used to cost as much as a cow 
about four years ago. 

• Internet penetration is now pegged at 31% from 
1.3% when the inclusive Government was formed. 
Mobile penetration is at about 99. 3% from 13%.  
It is a supersonic rise. 

• ICT services and excellence awards held 

every year embracing innovation, creativity 
and good applications. It is an incentive to ICT  
industry players. 

• The e-tech exhibitions launched, held for the past 
two years

• Participate in ICT Africa, a platform showcasing 
ICT services, solutions and applications.

• Creation of opportunities downstream such 
as those who deal in cars, kiosks and those who  
sell airtime

• The ICT policy consultations leading to drafting 
of the guiding principle.

• Set out the ICT Government training school 
housed at the Central Computing Service. Training 
government employees and Ministers. We have an 
intention to roll it out to Bulawayo so that we have 
two centers for a balanced approach 

Internet expense  
There will be an audit of the tariff model being 
used and also the various termination agreements 
and procedures that are there so as to reduce rates. 
Although we do not seek to control prizes there 
is need to be competitive and at parity with the 
region and continent. 

ICT’s and Politics  
Political parties and politicians are now on the 
internet taking advantage of the popularity of 
social media platforms such as Facebook and 
Twitter. Social media are useful for feed back 

purposes and you gauge public opinion, the 
people’s expectations and what they hope for. 
Churches also use social media to receive prayer 
requests and make announcements. 

We are still lagging behind on the e-commerce 
aspect. We need to migrate from a cash economy 
to a plastic economy so that people have debit 
and credit cards and that takes also the Finance 
Ministry. We want people to pay e-lobola instead 
of people moving cattle they should just move 
cash online, even the Kombi when people are 
going to work they should pay online. 

Some examples include Ecocash by Econet, the 
wallet by Netone and Telecel are big achievements 
that we have encouraged in terms of applications 
on the e-Government network. 

To do list…  
Need for an ICT Bill that will ensure convergence 
of services and solutions. Convergence has been 
very slow. Gone are the days we could separate 
television from the Internet and the phone.  
Now you can watch TV on your phone. Migration 
from the analogue to the digital platform has been 
slow because of the disparities in Government. 
ICT’s are a converged sector but we have a 
diverged approach in Government. 

The ICT Bill is ready but has not been adopted 
by Cabinet because of disagreements and conflicts 
arising out of political mistrust and lack of 
confidence. We need laws on digital signatures 
and intellectual rights protection especially with 
ICT’s and this covered in the new Bill. 

Embracing technology, impacting lives

The policies that form the  
MDC foundation of good governance,  

economic transformation and social change
Economy
• Convene a local stakeholder consultative conference on the economy
• Review and modernise business and laws to increase ease of doing business
• Initiate concrete steps to resolve Zimbabwe’s external debt overhang
• Re-engage international financial institutions to open lines of credit
• Convening an international conference to mobilize financial support for economic reconstruction
• Establish a transparent process of revenue collection from diamonds and other national resources
• Create a Sovereign Wealth Fund and Equalisation Fund
• Establish the land Commission in compliance with the new constitution 

Infrastructure
• Create tax incentives and a Housing Fund for low income housing development
• Introduce the Energy Management Act to address energy and electricity shortages
• Introduce a National Road Network Development and maintenance Plan 

Social Services
• Introduce a harmonized Labour Act to protect worker’s rights and employment conditions
• Introduce a facility to compensate pensioners and depositors
• Re-introduce student loans and grants in all tertiary educational institutions
• Depoliticise food assistance
• Review working conditions, including salaries and wages, for all civil servants
• Introduce a law ensuring universal basic education and universal free basic and emergency  

health services 

Governance, Rights and Interests
MDC will fully implement the New constitution including:
• Establishing the National Peace and Reconciliation Commission
• Establishing the National Prosecuting Authority and appoint a new Attorney General
• Establishing the Independent Complaints Commission
• Decentralise and equip the Registrar General’s Office
• Introduce and enforce a policy on asset disclosure for public officials
• Repeal undemocratic laws, including POSA and AIPPA and freeing the media airwaves
• Review the boards of all state media entities, including ZBC
• Promote self-regulation 

Security
• Disband the Joint Operations Command and replace it with an accountable National  

Security Council
• Review and improve the conditions of service for members of the Security Services
• Establish and enforce a Code of Conduct for all Security Service members
• Establish a merit-based promotion system within the Security Services

First 100 days in Government

ICT Minister Nelson Chamisa demonstrating the use of ICT’s
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Part of the electric crowd that gathered at Rudhaka stadium, Marondera on Sunday during the launch of the 2013 
Movement for Democratic Change Election campaign and manifesto. 

The last mile…


